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Mao/Meo/meo

Khi so sanh cac con vat biéu tuong cho 12 con giap, diém
khac biét rd nét nhat 1a ngudi Viét Nam ta ding con méo cho
chi Mao/Meo nhung nguoi Thai, Lao, Khme, Nhat, Han,
Trung Qudc/TQ ... déu ding con thd. Day 1a mot canh cira hé

mé& khién ta phai dit lai van dé ngudn gbe tén goi 12 con
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gidp, Vi néu chiang tir TQ thi khi nhap vao cac nuéc hay dan
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toc nao do thi theo théi thuong hé théng ‘12 con giap nguyén
thuy’ van dugc duy tri — nhu tho biéu twgng cho chi Mo
chang han - va néu c6 thay d6i thi khdng c6 1a bao nhiéu nhu
ga S0 Voi ga trong, dé so voi clru/triru, heo/lon so véi heo

reng ...v.v...

Gia str chit M&o Jlcé ngudn goc tugng hinh con méo nhu
chir thd/tho Pchiang han, thi khéng ai chat van ngudn gdc tén

goi 12 con giap (dong vat) va thap nhi chi lam gi. Khi truy
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nguyén giap van, kim van va trién van ctia chit Mo thi thay
hinh dang cta hinh ctra mé hay hai mat trang d6i nhau (?) -
xem thém chi tiét trang ndy (2003, cap nhat 2008, 2010 — tac
gia Richard Sears)-nguén gbc chir Mo chang dinh liu gi dén
mot lodi vat nao, nhu tho chang han. Ching ta hay nhin lai

van dé tur cac goc do khac nhau ng0 hau co6 thé nhan ra dugc

phan ndo nguon gdc chinh xac va hop 1y hon ctia M&o/Meo.
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Ngudi viét sé tranh dung thuat ngir Ngon Ngit Hoc dé bai
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viét dé doc hon. Mot diém dang ghi nhan & day 1a cac thong
tin trao doi trén mang/Internet va bloggers ciing dang cha :
nhu ¢6 kha nhiéu trao doi vé cha dé 12 con giap va loai vat
tugng trung cho chi Mo 14 tho va méo, bang tiéng Anh,
Viét, Phap, Trung (Quéc) ... Tuy rﬁng cac dir kién trén mang
cling can phai duge kiém ching mot cach nghiém tac, ngudi
Viét s& ghi lai cac ngudn dé doc gia c6 co hoi tra ciru thém.
Mang ludi (todn cau) cang ngay cang pho bién va tro thanh
mot méi truong gido duc quan trong, ciing nhu giai quyét

MOt sO van dé ma trudc day ton rat nhicu cong suc. Cach day
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gan 6 thap nién, hoc gia Phan Khoi timg nhan xét '... Nguoi

Viét Nam chung ta vé sau phai sang TQ & 1au ma nghién ciu,

may ra tim dugc cac dau vét twong quan cua dan toc ta véi

dan toc TQ tir doi thuong co ... - trang 34, 'Viét Ngit nghién

ctru' (NXB Pa Nang, 1997).

1. Loai méo dwge thuin hoa sém hon loai thé
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Céac xuong meéo va ngudi khai quat & dao Cyprus cho ta két
luan loai méo d4 séng chung véi loai nguoi va ¢ kha nang
duoc thuan hod cach day khoang 9500 nam; So véi lodi tho
thi thoi ky thuan hoa (domestication) khong 8 rét, nhung
udc doan cach day khoang 3000 nim ma théi. Diéu ndy ciing
phU hop véi di chi tim thay ¢ Pién Vién Pong2 (Tianyuan
cave M [, gan Bac Kinh) gom c6 xuong ngudi, son
duong, khi, nhim va meo hoang (civet cat). Ngoai ra, ban tin

tor Tan Hoa X& (Xinhua News Agency, ngay 22 thang Tam,
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2006) trén mang cho ta biét vé cac xuong thu tim thiy sau
khi bi chon séng cach day khoang 1700 nam. Cac xuong thu
vat tim thay gom c6 méo, chd, heo, dé, trau va triru... Méo
con rat thich hop voi xa hoi nong nghiép vi 12 loai dong vat
an thit (carnivore): nha néng thudng phai chira (ton kho) cac
san pham vi thoi tiét thay doi bat thuong, sau d6 cac kho
hang hoé nay hap dan cac lodi chuét, sdu bo va ngay ca chim
chéc ciing dén tim luong thuc va quiy pha ... Bén ndi nha
nong chung ta phai ra 101 ta than:

Cai co0 cac vac cdi nong

Sao may dam liia nha dng héi co

(ca dao)

M¢éo d8 dén nhu vi ctru tinh dé giai quyét van nan trén; Khac
han véi lodi tho chi dn rau cai (herbivore) va pha hoai mua
mang — nhu hién nay, chinh pha Uc phai tim céc phuong

phap hoé hoc (nhu dung thudc doc) hay sinh hoc (nhu cay vi
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triung bénh) dé kiém soat dan s lodi tho - thay vi sin ban

ching mot cach dd man. Loai tho thuan hoa khong thé ton tai

khi nhiét 36 moi truong chung quanh 1én trén 320C, so véi

loai méo cd thé song sot voi mdi trudng & nhiét do 520C;

Than nhiét (body temperature) ctia meo thi tir 380C dén

390C (so0 va4i con nguoi vao khoang 37.50C) tuwong thich véi

mot x& hoi nong nghiép véi khi hau 6n hoa, con tho lai Ia

nguon thuc pham co lwgng protéin cao cho x& hoi du muc va

san ban.

2. Tw duy ndng nghiép tong hop va cu thé qua ngon ngir

Lién hé M&o Meo va meo rat dé hiéu: cac 4m nay déu thudc
thanh vuc tram3 (troc) va nguyén am e (cia Meo meo) la
dang c6 hon ctia nguyén am a (ctia Mao) nhu hé ha (Han
Viét), xe xa, keo giao, vé hoa, mé (virng) ma, che tra, beo bao
...v.v... Twong quan tu nhién con thé hién qua cach ding long

(bung da) - bo phan thap nhat trong co thé con nguoi - thay
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vi tim hay ndo bo (6c): 10ng tot hay t6t bung (hao tam HV),
budc 10ng, mat 1ong ... Khi nhap vao tiéng Han, 10ng tro
thanh dam [if%: theo GS Axel Schuessler4 thi dam iz c6 goc
phuong Nam (Nam A, Austroasiatic) va mot dang 4m co
phuc nguyén la *tlam?. Schuessler ghi nhan 4m c6 Bahna
Bic/ProtoNorthBahnar 1a *klam (gan/liver), tién Viét-

Muong/Proto Viet-Muong *177:m, Katuic *luam hay dang
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khac hon vé6i phu 4m dau t- nhu tién Palaunic/proto Palaunic
*kont[1:m (gan). Tra thém cac ngdn ngir lang giéng ta thay
klom (gan, tiéng Koho), tho-lom (gan, tiéng Khme) so véi
LONG tiéng Viét gém cac by phan nhu rudt, gan ... ‘Phat
Thuyét Pai Bio An Trong Kinh’ con dung 'long gan déu nat'
(16ng chit Nom thuong dung Iong 77, 1a theo Viét B6 La
1651) phan anh twong quan can dam (Han) va long gan/rudt
gan (Viét); Ngoai ra cach dung I16m sung (long sung, nong
stng), 16m chudi, 18m cay (1ong cay)... cho thay lién hé truc

tiép giita dang LONG - LOM, that ra khi phat am LONG bay
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gio - tiéng Viét luon dong méi lai (moi hoa, nhu LONG) chi

khéng d¢é moi mé nhu cac dang LONG cua tiéng Anh, Phap

... Tiéng Muong (Bi) con dung ‘1om’ 12 gan: ‘ho wa an 10m

cui’ (toi thich an gan heo). klom 1a gan (tiéng Biat), k'lom

(gan, tiéng Boloven) ...v.v... Tom lai, ta c6 co s& dé nghi céu

trdc dang c6 phuc nguyén *tlam? hay *klam? d& nhap vao

tiéng Han cho ra dang dam ff&. Truong hop am c6 phuong
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Nam *tlam?/klam? (Iong, mot 1ong) tré thanh dam (can dam,

&

dam luge ...) khi nhap vao tiéng Han khong phai 1 hiém, ta
con co nhitng truong hop nhu *krong (s6ng) khi nhap vao
tiéng Han trd thanh *kong hay jiang BK (giang HV), ...v.v...
Nhin rong ra hon, tén 12 con giap Ty Stru Dan ... M&o0 ...
Tuat Hoi khi nhap vao tiéng Han dd mat di phan nao ¥ nghia
nguyén thuy cua tén goi cac loai dong vat rat gan giii v4i nha
nong. Khong nhirng thé, chiing con duge to son diém phén
(Han hod) va rat kho nhan ra céc lién hé cu thé nguyén thuy:

ching tré thanh nhitng khai niém triru twong (duwoc ‘nang
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cap’) trong boi toan va cach ghi ngay thang (két hop véi
Thap Can); Day ciing 1a mot 1oi thé cua nhém théng tri co
chit viét san (chir Han) va kha ning t6 chirc. Loi thé ctia mot
hé thong chit viét c6 san nhu chir 6 vudng (chit Han) c6 thé 1a
chi thém mot dau phay nhé ma nghia lai doi han di. Thi du
nhu chir qudc5 chang han, mot dang chir quoc co dai viét
bang bd vi [ ] hop véi chit veong £ ham y 1anh tho ¢ gisi
han/bién gidi va c6 vua dimg dau, tuy nhién khi them mot
dau phay nho vao bén phai chit vwong thi vuong T lai tré
thanh ngoc . Chir quoc ¢ daill véi chit vuong - phan anh
ché @6 vua chua phong kién - nay d& thay bang chit quéc véi
chit ngoc [E ham y 13nh thd (bd vi) chtra nhitng tai san quy
bau (nhu dan chiing, ngoc nga chau bau/dat dai ...). Chit quc
véi chir ngoc [F ciing 1 loai chit gian thé rat thong dung hién
nay. Hién tuong 'thay doi chit viét' mot cach tham thuy6 trén
c6 thé giai thich duoc chir thd/tho % da ding thay cho chix
mién/*man/ van ¢ - &m *man di ting c6 nghia 1a méo trong
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tiéng Viét7. Su 1an 16n8 giira meo va tho con thay trong cach
ding d& miéu ®74f dé chi loai tho hoang (wild rabbit)9 va

meo hoang trong van hoa TQ va dang dugc dao sau hon.
3. L&n 1on giira cac loai meo va thé ... trong vin hoa TQ

Thé ton % (tho ton) 14 loai méo hoang dang tir tir bién mat:
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loai thd nay & Trung A, Tay Ba Loi A, Kashmir, Nepal,
Thanh Hai, Noi Mong C6 , Ha Bic , Tt Xuyén , Tay Tang ,
Tan Cuong ... Thé ton hay Xa Lj tén #% : tiéng Anh con ding
cum tir Steppe cat va chling hay song trong céc khu sa mac.
Khi ngudi Han tran xuéng phia Nam va Tay, ta thay hién
tuong 1an 16n ‘trdng/nhin méo ra thd’ (tréng ga hoa cude)
nhu cach goi Thé t6n ndy: c4c 13n 16n trén giai thich dugc
phan nao tai sao chi thir tu Mo Meo 1ién hé d¢én méo chu
khong phai 1a tho tir nguyén thuy. Hinh sau trich tir trang

mang Bach Khoa TQ
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