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Trong s6 nhitng nguoi ¢ dong gdp dang ké cho cong cude hién dai hoa vin hoc dan toc
con phai ké toi Hoai Thanh, nha phé binh vin hoc ma Phong L& gianh nhiéu tim huyét xay
dung chan dung. Khac voi chan dung cta Nguyén Ai Qudc va Nam Cao, nhiing ngudi
Phong L& chi dugc tiép xtic qua sang tac, chan dung Hoai Thanh duoc khéc hoa trén co s&
tiép xtc voi van va véi nguoi. Tuy Phong L8 khong duoc chimg kién thoi Ki “huy hoang”
caa Hoai Thanh — “ngudi khai mac nén phé binh vin hoc Viét Nam hién dai”, chi tuéng
phai “nghé thuat vi nghé thuat” trong cudc chién nay lira v6i phai “nghé thuat vi nhan
sinh”, tac gia cua Van chuong va hanh dong cung Thi nhan Viér Nam, song anh lai dugc
sdng va lam viéc cling Hoai Thanh ¢ Vién Vin hoc thoi ki dau — cling ¢ thé ndi 1a thoi ki
“huy hoang” ctia Vién. Phai co su doc ki, quan sat ki va hoc hoi ki Hoai Thanh thi Phong
L& m&i c6 thé dua ra mot chan dung ma qua d6 ngudi doc nhan dién dugc mot thoi dai van
chuong trong d6 ¢6 su gan két chat ché, tac dong tuong hd giira sang tac va phé binh. C6
sang tac ay thi cd phé binh 4y, thtr phé binh khéng nham liét k&, mo ta don gian nhimg gi
dang dién ra trong doi séng van hoc, ma dong vai trd doc lap trong viéc danh gié, tong két
va dinh hudng van chuong. Hoai Thanh thoi ki Thi nhan Viét Nam, theo Phong Lé, da hoi
tu ddy da pham chét ctia mot nha phé binh hang dau, do6 1a sy chiém linh van hod, tri thirc
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trach nhiém ctia mot ngudi trude cai cong viée “dai cat tim vang” cuc nhoc - timg doc tat
ca mot van bai tho dé thay duoc trong s6 4y ¢6 non van bai do. Song, diém ndi bt noi
Hoai Thanh, cai “ti ning hon nguoi” cia 6ng ma Phong L& nhan thiy, chinh 13 kha ning
tong quét, su nam bt chinh x4c, tinh nhay dic trung thoi dai minh dang song, nhin thiy
trong nG “sur gip gd phuong Tay 1a cudc bién thién I6n nhat trong lich st Viét Nam tir may
muoi thé ki”. Day chinh 12 “xuét phat diém khién cho bao nhiéu nhan xét lung linh, sic sao
cha Ong tré nén ¢d y nghia. Va ciing 1a diéu dang duoc coi 13 nén tang ma bat ¢t ai di vao
van hoc tir tho hay vin xu6i déu can phai biét™®,

Ngay nay, hon sau muoi ndm sau khi Thi nhan Viér Nam ra doi, dbi véi chung ta, cac thé
hé sau duoc trang bi nhiig kién thtic nhat dinh vé phuong phap luan va Ii luan vin hoc
hién dai, chang han nhu 1i thuyét van hoc so sanh hay i thuyét tiép nhan, thi nhiing vin dé
ma Hoai Thanh néu ra khéng co gi xa la. Song, ngay tir luc phé binh van hoc Viét Nam
mMai chi manh nha, Hoai Thanh d& ¢6 dugc nhitng quan niém hién dai vé van hoc, trén co
s& d6, bang “con mét xanh” ctia nha phé binh dich thuc, kham pha, phat hién, vé co ban 1a
chuan xéc, nhimg tai tho, tong két danh gid ca mot “thodi dai tho”, thi qua éng c6 tai hon
nguoi that. Phong L&, nguoi dimg trén 1ap truong, phuong phap luan Mac xit, van hiéu,
yéu va né phuc cai tai ciia ong, thi qua vin chuong chua va s& khong bao gidr 13 thir “doc
chiém” cua riéng thir 1i luan ndo. Cai Pep van chuong 1a thé gidi vo tan, nguoi ta c6 thé
dimg & cac goc do khac nhau dé ma nhin nhan no.

Xuat phét tir sy hiéu, yu I sy ddng cam. Phong L& hiéu céi tai va con nguoi Hodi Thanh,
nén dong cam sdu xa voi bi kich cudc doi ong, ngudi da phai chdi bo dira con tinh than cta
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Rembrandt®?, thi & hoan canh ndy, 6ng s& phai d6i vi tri ctia hai nhan vét cha-con, va dit
lai tén buc tranh n6i tiéng ctia minh - “Syr trd vé cia ngudi cha luu lac”. Cai Pep ciia vin
chuong chic phai 1a cai Ping, vi nguoi ta ¢6 thé lang thang vong véo, c6 thé di lac, song
rot cude van hudng t6i no.

Xuat phat tir sy hiéu va dong cam, Phong Lé d4 khang dinh nhimg dong gop cua Hodi
Thanh cho van hoc dan tdc khéng chi giai doan trudc 1945, ma con cac giai doan sau nay,
béo vé ong trudc s xdm hai nhan cach. Anh khang dinh: “C6 thé n6i mé khdng phan van:
6ng d& chan thanh va trung thyc dén ciing trong yéu mé va say Tho méi; va 6ng ciing d4
chan thanh va trung thuc dén cling trong phit dinh Tho méi va Thi nhan Viét Nam khi d
nhan ra dugc mot chan 1i nao do. C6 didu chéan Ii ong tim ra cd khép dugc véi chan i
khach quan cta cudc song hay khong lai 13 chuyén khac. Ong d4 bi thoi dai quy dinh
nghiét ng, ciing nhu tit ca chung ta, ciing nhu rong ra khoi chung ta”*”. Cai Pep van
chuong, ciing nhu cai Pep noi chung, mong manh, song khong d& chét, ké ca & vao nhimg
thoi nghiét ngd nht,

R4i ra s& c6 nhimg nguoi viét vé Hoai Thanh va Thi nhan Viét Nam hay hon Phong Lg,
song nhimg trang viét thim dam nhiét huyét va sy cam thong sau sic ctia mot nguoi thoi
gian dai timg 12 nguoi dong thoi véi Hoai Thanh, ngudi cing c6 die tinh nhu 6ng - trung
thuc v6i ban than, chic sé khong nhiéu.

Néu c6 gi can ndi thém vé chan dung Hoai Thanh, thi chi & niém mong muén ¢6 dugc sy
bd sung trén co sd so sanh Thi nhan Viét Nam, Vin hoc phdi la vin hoc V6i Vin chirong va
hanh déng, luan diém khoa hoc cht dao vé sy két hop gitta tinh cach mang va tinh hién dai
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Cudi cling, & phan két cua bai viét, toi xin mao mudi dua ra mot nhan xét nho. Poc Phong
Lé d6i khi ta cam thiy ngop, ngop khéng phai chi vi khéi luong cong trinh, ma con béi cac
van dé dua ra lu6n dugc bo sung, diéu chinh. C6 cam giac cai khdi luong dd s nhitng chét
liéu van hoc, gidng nhu can phong lam viéc ngdn ngdn sach vo, can dugc chinh trang, sip
xép mot cach hé thong, “co dinh hudng” véi nhitng bd sung va loai bo. Cai “dinh huéng”
nay khong la gi khac, ngoai dinh hudng té1 mét bo Lich str van hoc Viét Nam hién dai,
niém ki vong khong chi riéng Phong L&. C6 cam giéc cai chat liéu van hoc - thir “bot” dé
“got nén hd” - Lich sir van hoc, d& c6 di, song can 1am cho “tinh” hon. Va diéu quan trong
|a céch “got”, sao cho thir “bot” hitu co Ay tao nén mot co thé séng. Noi cach khac, mudn
xay dung Lich str van hoc, nhu mét khoa hoc, doi hoi phai ¢6 phuong phap chuyén biét
gianh cho n6 - diéu, hi vong, Phong L& sém chiém linh.

Bai viét vé Phong L& ¢4 I& 1a mdt trong nhimg bai viét khé khan nhat ciia t6i. Kho, boi vira
Viét t0i vira phai doc anh, hoc anh. Néu c6 didu gi sai s6t thudc linh vue van hoc Viét Nam
trong bai viét, toi hi vong s& nhan dugc sy théng cam noi anh va cac dong nghiép. Bai viét
ndy nén xem nhu “mdt ci nhin tir phia bén” ma doi lic ciing gitip duoc diéu gi d6 cho
nguoi “o phia trong” ]
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