VAN HOC DAN GIAN VIET NAM
GS. TS. Nguyén Xudn Kinh
Vién Nghién citu van hod
Trong nhiéu cudn sach truéc day viét vé van hoc dan gian, thudng co
quan niém: “Van hoc dan gian 1a sdng tac tap thé, truyén miéng cua nhan
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dan lao dong”". Cac tac gia thuong ca ngoi nhan dan lao dong 1a nhiing con
nguoi hoan hao. Quan niém nhu trén vé tic gia cua van hoc dan gian la
chua day du va chua that chinh x4c.

Van hoc dan gian do dan chiing séng tic thuong thic, luu truyén. Noi
dung ctia khéi niém ddn, ddn chiing thay doi theo thoi gian. Trong x4 hoi
quan chu, dan khong chi gom bon loai (si, nong, cong, thuong) nhu giai cap
thong tri quan niém ma con bao gom nhitng nguoi khac nhu binh linh,
nhiing nguoi lam nghé ca hat, cac k§ nit, v.v(] Trong xa hoi thudc dia ntra
quan chu, dan bao gobm nong dan, tho thu cong, ngudi buén ban nhd, dan
ngheo thanh thi, cong chiic, tri thitc, thg thuyén, binh linh. v.v[]

Dan ching 1a mot tap hogp dong dao, trong d6 cé ké hay nguoi do, co
ngudi thong tué va c6 ca nhitng ngudi cham hiéu, c6 ca nhitng ngudi tai
khéo bén canh mot s it vung vé>.

Van hoc dan gian 1a mot hinh théi y thitc xa hoi. Nhicu tdc gia cho
rang, vian hoc dan gian ra doi tir thoi ki cong xa nguyén thuy, trai qua céc
thoi ki phat trién lau dai trong céc ch€ do xa hoi co giai cap, ti€p tuc ton tai
trong thoi dai ngay nay’. Ngoai ra, cling ¢6 ¥ kién cho ring, chi sau khi ¢6
nha nudc, méi ¢6 hai dong van hoc: van hoc dan gian va van hoc viét. Trudc
d6 chi ¢6 van hoc cong dong. Theo quan niém nay, ngudi E Be, Mo Nong—
khong ¢6 van hoc dan gian vi chua phét trién dén trinh do t6 chiic xa hoi c6

nha nude. Gido su Nguyén Tan Dac viét: “Trong mot xa hoi cong dong nhu

' Thi du, xin xem Pinh Gia Khanh - Chu Xuan Dién (1972), Vdn hoc ddn gian, tap 1, Nxb. Pai hoc va
Trung hoc chuyén nghi¢p Ha Noi, tr. 9.

2 Pinh Gia Khénh (1977), “Dé c6 thé nim bt thuc chét clia van hoc dan gian”, Tap chi Vian hoc, Ha Noi,
s0 6.

* Thi du, xin xem Chu Xuan Dién (2004), Mdy vdn dé vin hod va vdin hoc ddn gian Viét Nam, Nxb. Vian
nghé Tp. H6 Chi Minh, tr. 46.



vay, van ho4 mang tinh cong dong va cling chua nhiém tinh chinh tri - dang
cap. Chua c6 su phan biét gitra cai chinh thong, quan phuong véi céi dan
gian, thon da. Tat ca chi 1a mot. Khong ¢6 hién tugng hai bo phan van hoa.
Tinh cong dong 1a dic diém bao trum toan bo doi s6ng ctia xa hoi dé. Khi
noéi dan gian 1a mac nhién thira nhan c6 cai doi 1ap véi n6. Nhung & trong
nhitng xa hdi nay, van hod néi riéng cling nhu xa hoi noéi chung chua c6 su
tdch doi thanh hai bo phan “ddi 1ap” nhau™.

Y kién trén 1a dang chd y. Tuy nhién, néu chia vin hoc thanh ba loai
hinh (van hoc cong dong, van hoc dan gian, van hoc viét) thi ching ta thiy,
xét vé€ phuong thitc sdng tac, phuong thitc Iuu truyén va ti€p nhan, xét vé mat
thi phdp, van hoc cong dong van rat gan gii véi van hoc dan gian. Néu xét ki,
van hoc cong dong c¢6 diém khdc so v6i van hoc dan gian (chang han khong
cO su tdc dong qua lai gifta hai dong van hoc khi da ra doi nha nuéc, chix
viét); nhung néu ta dem so sanh né vGi van hoc viét thi su khac biét con
nhiéu hon, sau séc hon va d& nhan thdy hon. O cd van hoc cong ddng va vin
hoc dan gian, ddu dn cdi t6i tdc gid, ddu dn cd tinh sdng tao khong cé hodc
rdt mo nhat, phong cdch tdc gid hdu nhit khong c6. O vén hoc viét, ddu dn cd
tinh sdng tao, phong cdch tdc gid lai la mot yéu cdu khong thé thiéu.

Vin hoc dan gian nhiéu khi gan lién véi sinh hoat moi mat clia nguoi
dan va tham gia vao nhiing sinh hoat d6 véi tu cach 1a mot thanh phan, mot
nhan t6 cau thanh. O c4c bai ca t& than, bai hit ddm cudi, hat doi dap nam
nit, hat ru em, mo6i quan hé dé bi€u hién thanh méi quan hé gitta van hoc
dan gian v6i nghi 1€, hoi he, phong tuc tap quan trong sinh hoat gia dinh va
sinh hoat xa hoi. Dan ca lao dong nay sinh truc ti€p tir trong qua trinh lam
lung, dugc hat 1én khi nguoi ta kéo thuyén, kéo go, c¢6 tic dung lam giam

nhe su mét nhoc bang cach tang cudng cam gidc nhip diéu trong cong viéc,

* Nguyén Tan Dac (1987), “Noi dung cua folklore™, Tap chi Van hoé dan gian, Ha Noi, s6 4, tr. 13.
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g6p phan t6 chiic phoi hop dong tdc lao dong tap thé, gay su phan khich
trong lao dong bing su nhan thitc thim m§ vé qu4 trinh lao dong d6°.

Néu trong van hoc vié€t, nguoi sang tic va nguoi thuong thic nhin
chung 1a hai d6i tuong khac nhau, thi & van hoc dan gian, méi quan hé gitra
nguoi sang tac va nguoi thudng thic cling nhu moi truong sang tao, thudng
thitc ¢6 nhiéu di€ém khéc biét. Ping nhu nha nghién cttu Chu Xuan Dién da
viét: “Diéu ma ching ta c6 thé nhan thdy trudc tién 1a moi trudng sinh hoat
van hoc dan gian hay nhitng hinh thitc sinh hoat van hoc dan gian khac
nhau (thudng 12 nhitng sinh hoat tap thé) tao nén mot thit “khong khi” riéng
cho viéc ti€p thu tdc phdm vin hoc dan gian, chi trong “khong khi” d6, tac
phidm vin hoc dan gian méi boc 10 duge hét gia tri thim mi cta né va
nhitng tdc dong thim mi do né giy ra mdi toan dién, méi da dang. Hay so
sdnh viéc doc truyén cd tich trén nhiing trang sdch clia tuyén tap van hoc
dan gian v6i nghe ké truyén c6 tich trong mot budi t6i miia dong bén bép
Iira, v6i giong ké truyén ddy stc goi cam clung véi nhitng 16i binh luan ¢6 y
nghia gido hudn ma ngudi ké rit ra tir viéc phat trién va lién hé nhitng tinh
céach va tinh tiét ¢4 sdn cta truyén véi dac diém trong tinh cach va doi song
ctia ban than nhitng nguoi dang xim lai nghe chung quanh(]; hiy so sanh
viéc doc (van ban) ca dao vGi nghe hat ca dao qua nhiing diéu ho mai nhi
vit 1én trén song Huong, tir “nhiing con thuyén, nhitng né¢c hang[] chd day
lam thd san tir ving thuong Thira Thién vé xuoi, tir Quang Tri vao hoic tir
Quang Nam ra bdn, thudng dén Hué€ khoang nam siu gio!1”"; hiy so sianh
viéc doc (van ban) ca dao véi viéc tham du ngay vao nhiing “dém[] hat vi
(hat vi phuong vai - CXD) xo6n xao”[], trong khung canh “ng6i trong nha
thi chi em chin mudi a, a vi, a hat, a kéo soi, a dua thoi, ciling c6 a trao trau
tan miéng[ !, 1éo 1én givdong thi quan ho nam bay 6ng, 6ng ndi, d6ng cuvi,

ong ngam tho, ong doc truyén, lai c6 ong 14p 4o trim daul)”"*®, Chiing ta

> Chu Xuan Dién (2004), sdd, tr. 16 - 59.

" Pay la doan duoc Chu Xuan Dién trich tit Ddn ca Binh Tri Thién, Nxb. Vian hoc, Ha Noi, 1967, tr.21.

* Pay 1a doan duoc trich tit Vn té Truong Luu nhi nit (twong truyén ctia Nguyén Du). Chu Xuan Dién din
theo Hoang Xuan Han, bai “Nguén goc van Kiéu: Hat phuong vai”, Tap chi Thanh nghi, s6 ra ngay 16-
10-1943.



hay nghe Gido su Dang Thai Mai k€ lai quang canh sinh hoat van hod dan
gian trén dat Nghé, manh dat da sinh ra va nuoi dudng biét bao sang tac dan
gian:

“[] Trong doi s6ng kinh t€ lic bay gid, dd vdi cho 1a chd tinh duyén
tham thiét. Do 1a chd lién lac dat duyén cho cho no véi cho kia, cho lang
qué vé6i thi thanh. D6 1a mot clra hang bach hoa luu dong. D6 ciling 1a dia
di€ém “néi trang”clia cac chd 14i, cdc co hang xén. Va nhitng dém gié mat,
trang trong, khi may chi€c mai cheéo tir tir vo loe toe trén mat nudc, nhip
nhang véi ban chan cua cédc trai ban dap xuéng noi may tdm sap dau l4i,
dau miii, thi thinh thoang khéach di thuyén van dugc thudng thic nhiing cau
nd dua trong mdt cau hat “tic canh” chita chan nhiing tinh, véi td[] Con
thuyén vira dung dinh xuoéng khoi mot cdi ghénh. Khic song, doan nay, bi
kep chat vao gilra hai qua ndi: Rd Kia va Ru DPang. Dau “trem”, noi bén
nudc, mot ¢o thi€u nit, hai vai quay doi vo, dang xan vdy ding chao nudc.
“Troi trong veo, nude trong veo” nhull tm hon mot ¢6 thi€u nit lang quél|
Mot chi cheéo do nhin thay co, va cat tiéng gui ngay hai cau hat tGi tan tai
co a:

R Kia hiic lai Rii Pdng
Cho (thdy) em to vu (vii) anh mdng (mitng) cho em!

Ca do day lén cuoi! Co thi€u nit, mat dé ing, ddng ngan ngudi, cha
biét doi dap man rang!... Nhung trong cdc cudc dau khdu tao nha nhu thé,
phdi yé€u khong phai 1a luon luén chiu 1ép. Thi cling c6 hom mot o hang vai
(bon nay ciing la tay clr trong dam hat phuong vai co diy!) tir trén mui
thuyén buéc chan xudng dau 14i. Roi cha biét 4 “hG hénh” thé nao ma khi
ha cdi gid sau xuéng thi ta vdy mac ngay vao céi coc! Mot anh d6 lanh mat
tlr trong khoang do da “trong thay” va “ngam ngay tiic khac™:

RO rang trong ngoc trdng nga

Sdn ddy ta diic mot toa thién nhién!

6 Chu Xuan Dién (2004), sdd, tr. 65 - 67.



Nhung c6 em da c6 du thoi gio nhom day, ngoi xudng va lot tai nghe

su6t ca hai caull Co s€ stra cdi vanh khan ro6i “kiéu” lai:

Muoi ldm nam em mdi mot lan
Hé guong cho khdch hong tran thir soi! )7

Nhu vay, viéc sdng téc, trinh dién va thudng thitc van hoc dan gian c6
nhi€u chd khic so véi viéc sdng tdc va thudng thic van hoc viét. Song
khong nén vi nhiing chd khac nay ma dan t6i quan niém cuc doan vé tinh
nguyén hop (syncrétime) va vai tro ctia khau dién xuéng. Khong it nguoi
quen thudc v6i nhan dinh: Van hoc dan gian, van nghé dan gian c6 tinh
nguyén hop. Thuc ra, van dé khong don gian.

Ve tinh nguyén hop, cic nha khoa hoc quan niém khong that giong
nhau. Nam 1966, nha nghién cttu van hoc dan gian xo0-viét ndi ti€ng
Crapxop quan niém mdt hién tuong van nghé c6 tinh nguyén hgp khi cac
thanh t6 101, vii diéu, am nhac gin két, xoan xuyt vao nhau, khong chia
tach. Ong phan biét: C6 nhiéu thé loai (trang si ca (tic sir thi-NXK), dan ca
trit tinh, tho ca nghi 1&) mang tinh nguyén hop; con mot so thé loai khic
nhu tuc ngit, truyén c6 tich khong cé tinh nguyén hop®.

Nam 1989, khi phan tich tinh nguyén hop trong van hod dan gian,
Gido su Dinh Gia Khanh xem xét van dé nay trén ba binh dién ch yéu:

Mot 1a moi quan hé gitta nghé thuat va thuc tién trong qua trinh sang
tao van hoé dan gian.

Hai 12 méi quan hé giita céc thanh tyu thdm mi khdc nhau clia nhiing
thoi dai khdc nhau va nhitng dia phuong khac nhau.

Ba 12 m6i quan hé gifta cdc thanh t6 clia van hoé dan gian®.

" Pang Thai Mai (2003), Tdc phdm duoc ting gidi thudng Hé6 Chi Minh, Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi,
tr.197-198.

¥ N.L.Crapx6p (1966), “Nghién cttu tdc pham phoncolo nhu mot chinh thé nghé thuat”, trong tap sch:
Nhiéu tic gid, Phoncolo véi tu cach la nghé thudt ngon tir, Matxcova”, Nxb. Pai hoc Téng hgp Matxcova,
tr. 5-6 (chit Nga).

° Pinh Gia Khanh (1989), “Vin hod dan gian 12 mot nghé thuat nguyén hoplJ, in trong tap sich: Nhiéu tdc
gia, Vdn hod dan gian nhitng linh vuc nghién citu, Nxb. Khoa hoc xa hoi, Ha Noi, tr. 14.



Gido su Dinh Gia Khanh phan tich tinh nguyén hgp & hién tuong van
hoa dan gian. Néu ap dung cach phan tich nay do6i v6i van hoc dan gian thi
ching ta chi c4n “diéu chinh tiéu chuidn” & phuong dién thi ba: méi quan
hé giita cc thanh t6 cua vdn hoc ddn gian. Diéu chinh nhu vay ciing khong
trai véi tinh than khoa hoc cua tac gia.

Qua su phan tich ¢ trén, ching ta c6 thé thay, Gido su Dinh Gia Khéanh
quan niém tinh nguyén hop c6 phan rong hon cach quan niém ctua Gido su
Crapxop.

Chiing t6i dong tinh v6i Phé Gido su Chu Xuan Dién. Theo 6ng, trong
nhiing sdng tac nghé thuat dan gian da dang, & nhiing thé loai khac nhau,
cac thanh phan ngon tir, am nhac, nhay mua, diéu bo chiém ty 1& khong
giong nhau. Nén tuy theo ty 16 d6 ma phan chia thanh cdc linh vuc, c6 thé
dat tén la van hoc dan gian, am nhac dan gian, mia dan gian, san khau dan
gian. Trong van hoc dan gian, thanh phan ngon tir 1a cha thé; cin xem doi
tuong nghién cttu chinh cua van hoc dan gian 1a nghé thuat ngon tlr, con cua
am nhac dan gian 1a nghé thuat am nhac, ctia san khiu dan gian 1a nghé
thuat bi€u diénl[] D6i v6i am nhac dan gian va nhat 12 san khiu dan gian thi
tinh dién xudng la dac tinh bao trim va chinh né la ban chat cta nghé thuat
ca hat vd nghé thuat dién tro. Con doi v6i vin hoc dan gian thi khong thé
n6i mot cach dit khoat nhu Nguyén Hitu Thu da ting viét: “loai trir khau
dién xudng, tic phdm vin nghé dan gian chi con la cai x4c khong hon™'°.

Ching ta coi trong viéc khao sat va nghién cttu cac hinh thiic sinh
hoat, céc kiéu trinh dién nghé thuat dan gian. Nhung ding nhu nhan xét clia
Chu Xuan Dién, ngay nay cdc nha nghién cttu cang ngay cang c6 it kha
nang truc ti€p ching kién cdc ki€u trinh dién nghé thuat ctia von van hoc
dan gian c6 truyén. Vay néu coi cic kiéu trinh dién d6 1a tat ca nhiing gi
phan biét van hoc dan gian véi van hoc viét, va chi c¢6 ching méi lam nén

gid tri nghé thuat doc ddo chia van hoc dan gian thi chang hod ra chiing ta

' Nguyén Hitu Thu (1979), “Thé nao 1a mot tdc phdm van nghé dan gian va dac trung cha yéu cta né”,
Tap chi Nghién cttu nghé thuat, Ha Noi, s6 5, tr. 16.



ngay cang it hy vong duoc ti€p xidc v6i gia tri thim my cha van hoc dan
gian hay sao? Thuc ra, 12 thanh phan chi yéu trong téng thé sinh hoat vin
hoa nghé thuat dan gian, van ban van hoc dan gian in dam dau vét cha
nhitng thanh phan khong phai vian hoc cta tong thé d6. Nhu vay, viéc
nghién cttu van ban cua tdc pham van hoc dan gian khong phai 1a viéc khao
sat cai xac khong hon ma chinh 1a phan tich céi hon tén tai trong thé xac
ctia né. Con viéc cach nghién cttu van ban cta van hoc dan gian khac véi
cach nghién ctru van ban ctia van hoc viét nhu thé nao, d6 lai thuoc vé mot
phuong dién khéc ctia van dé''. Trong khi “xét van hoc dan gian nhu mot
loai hinh van hoa ngon tlr, ¢6 thé dung khai niém “tdc phdm” dé xéc dinh
cap do miéu ta va nghién citu. Nhung do quy mo cuia tdc phdm vin hoc dan
gian c6 khi rat nho (nhu truong hgp cac cau tuc ngit, cac don vi ca dao cua
nguodi Viét), dac biét 1a do tinh truyén théng ctia van hoc dan gian, viéc
miéu ta va nghién ctu tdc phdm van hoc dan gian nhiéu khi chi ¢6 thé thuc
hién duoc bang con dudng “lién van ban”, nghia 1a bang cdch dat né vao
trong mot hé thong nhiéu tic phdm hoic toan bo tic pham thudc cling mot
thé loai. Cap do “thé loai” do d6 tr& thanh cap do c6 tim quan trong hang
ddu trong viéc miéu ta va nghién citu van hoc dan gian”'2.
%k
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Viét Nam 12 mot quoc gia da dan toc. Theo su xdc dinh ctia Tong cuc
Thong ké, nuéc ta gdom 54 thanh phan dan toc. Vin hoc dan gian ctia moéi
dan toc déu c6 tdm quan trong va y nghia nhu nhau d6i v6i moi dan toc.
Nhung do di¢u kién va qua trinh lich st, van hoc dan gian nguoi Viét khong
chi ¢6 y nghia to 16n d6i véi chinh nguoi Viét, ma con ¢6 vai tro quan trong
do6i v6i ca nude, boi nguoi Viét 1a dan toc da so, ¢b vai tro huéng dao trong

lich sit hang nghin nam dung nuéc va gitt nudc. Van hoc dan gian nguoi

" Chu Xuan Dién (2008), Nghién citu vin hod ddn gian. Phuong phdp, lich sit, thé loai. Nxb. Gido duc,
Ha Noji, tr. 100.
12 Chu Xuan Dién (2004), sdd, tr. 168.



